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mortified at this accident, and out of his own patrimony made amends to
everyone, even among the rebels, for all losses they had sustained, which
unparalleled charity gained him all their hearts. Though he was iudgcd,
by those who were best acquainted with his interior, during his whole life
never to have stained his baptismal innocence by any mortal sin, he had
so high an idea of the purity in which a soul ought always to appear in
the Divine presence, especially when she approaches the holy mysteries,
that he went every day to confession with extraordinary compunction and
bewailed the least imperfections with many tears. The very shadow of
the least sloth or failing in any action affrighted him. In the year 1384,
Clement VII, soon after he had nominated him bishop, created him cardinal
under the title of St George, and in 1386 called him to Avignon and obliged
him to reside there, near his person. Peter continued all his former
austerities in the midst of a court, till Clement commanded him to mitigate
them for the sake of his health, which seemed to be in a declining con-
dition. His answer was: " Holy Father, I shall always be an unprofitable
servant, but I can at least obey." He desired to compensate for what he
lost in the practices of penance by redoubling his alms-deeds. By his
excessive charities his purse was always empty; his table was most frugal,
his family very small, his furniture mean, and his clothes poor, and these
he never changed till they were worn out. It seemed that he could not
increase his alms, yet he found means to do it by distributing his little
furniture and his equipage among the indigent, and selling for them the
episcopal ring which he wore on his finger. Everything about him breathed
an extraordinary spirit of poverty and published his affection for the poor.
At his death his whole treasure amounted only to twenty pence. In all
his actions he seemed attentive only to God; and he fell into raptures
sometimes in the street, or whilst he waited on the pope at court. An
ancient picture of the saint is kept in the collegiate Church of Our Lady
at Autun, in which he is painted in an ecstasy, and in which are written
these words which he was accustomed frequently to repeat: " Contempt
of the world, contempt of thyself: rejoice in thy own contempt, but
despise no other person."

Ten months after his promotion to the dignity of cardinal, the saint
was seized with a sharp fever, which so much undermined his constitution
that his imperfect recovery was succeeded by a dangerous slow fever.
For his health he was advised to retire to Villeneuve, an agreeable town
situate opposite to Avignon, on the other side of the Rhone. He was
glad by this opportunity to see himself removed from the noise and hurry
of the court. During his last illness he went to confession twice every
day; never passed a day without receiving the holy communion; and the
constant union of his soul with God, and the tenderness of his devotion,
seemed continually to increase as he drew near his end. His brother